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4 p.m. to 5 p.m. they perform social duties; from 5.30 p.m. to
7.30 p.m. there is school preparation; 7.30 p.m. to 8 p.m. is
supper, and from 8 p.m. to 9 p.m. is again free time. At 9 p.m.
a report is received by the whole commune, from brigade
leaders and others, on the day's work. This is criticised severely
when necessary. At 9.30 p.m. they go to bed. There is the usual
six-day week. In the summer they go to camp for two months.
They seemed to be very well fed. Breakfast consisted* of tea
and bread and butter; the school dinner of soup, meat, and fruit
or pudding; the second dinner of meat or fish or other savoury,
and fresh or stewed fruit; supper of porridge, milk and bread. All
the children looked very well, and had that eager, purposive,
contented appearance which is so common in the schools of
the U.S.S.R.
The building was once a wealthy merchant's house and, with
some adaptations, served the purpose well. There was a very
pleasant assembly hall, and a large room given up to the chil-
dren's leisure activities, as well as a workroom for manual
work. The dormitories were very clean but unattractive. The
whole place gave evidence of great attention to cleanliness.
The children sang for us in another hall, but the singing was
not very good. This was followed by questions to us, the ques-
tions one had come to expect from Soviet children. The visit of
my party coincided with the rescue of the marooned Chelyuskin
Expedition. One bright young spark asked, " Did the school-
children in England know anything about the Chelyuskin
Expedition ? " Fortunately for our country's good name, one
of the English teachers had told his boys about it and had
cuttings and pictures dealing with it put up in the class-room.
Their questions were only put an end to by the fact that we had
another appointment.
The Forest School. Prophylactics play a great part in Soviet
life. Always, wherever possible, the authorities try to prevent
illness and disease. In accordance with this policy there have
Organised a chain of forest schools outside the big towns